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AN ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE ANB 
CHARACTER OF REV. JOHN 
GUYSE,; D. Ds FROM A FUNE- 
RAL SERMON, PREACHED BY DR. 
CONDER, NOV. 29, 1761. 


DR. Guyse was a 3g) 
of Hertford; defcended of 
religious and creditable par- 
ents ; bleffed with a ftrictly 
virtuous education; and 
early called by the grace of 
God, fo that he was admitted 
a member of the church of 
Proteftant diffenters in that 
town at fourteen years of 
age. His views were alfo 
very early directed towards 
the work of the miniftry ; 
and all his youthful years 
were accordingly {pert in 
clofe application to ftudy, 
under the direction of the 
moft able inftructors ; firft in 
the learned languages, and 
then in the feveral branches 
of academical erudition. He 
entered upon the miniftry in 
his twentieth year, and Prov- 
idence foon opened a door 
for his publick miniftrations 
at Hertford, as affiftant to the 
aged Mr. Haworth, who be- 
ing thereafter removed by 
death, he fucceeded by unan- 
rmous callin the paftoral of- 
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fice and charge of that peo- 
ple; a charge, which with 
reat reluctance and felf dif- 
Rite he at length confent- 
ed to undertake. Here God 
was with him, and for many 
years continued his labours 
with a great degree of accep- 
tation and fuccefs. He be- 
came particularly ufeful in 
guarding his flock againft 
the erroneous fentiments of 
the favourers of the Arian 
icheme, which with much 
afliduity they laboured to 
propagate, Some years af- 
ter, he received an invitation 
to London, which he accept- 
ed (from the confideration 
of his inability to perform 
the duties of his function as 
he wifhed at Hertford, on 
account of his imperfect 
meafure of health) and ac- 
cordingly took leave of that 
people 26th July, 1727. 

His {phere of activity was 
now greatly enlarged, and 
he was better enabled to ex- 
ert himfelf to moft ufeful and 
important purpofes. By an 
uniform, genteel, religious 
and friendly carriage, he be- 
came dear to his brethren in 
the miniitry, and highly val: 
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ued and efteemed by all. His 
reputation asa fcholar, chrif- 
tianand divine was widely 
{pread, and his worth was 
generally known. His char- 
acter and conduct were uni- 
form and amiable in all the 
various points of light. In 
his religious principles he was 
fixed, fteady, confiftent and 
open ; never afhamed to own 
what he believed, or to vin- 
dicate it, when oppofed. As 
a preacher, he was endowed 
with excellent and acceptable 
minifterial gifts : his compo- 
fitions were folid, regular, 
well digefted, and highly 
{criptural. In the hely 
books his knowledge and 
readinefs were very remarka- 
ble,and have been the fur- 
prife of many. As a paftor, 
he was an active, able, lov- 
guide and 


ing and faithful 
enfample to his flock, both 


in faith and 
nefs. He ftudied the things, 
which made for peace and 
godly edifying; and as he 
had the welfare of his people 
greatly at heart, fo there 
were few minifters to be 
found more honoured and 
regarded, than he was by 
them. | 

For many years he was fa- 
voured with a confiderable 
fhare of health and fpirits ; 
but inthe latter part of life 
he was afflicted with a pain- 
ful lamenefs, and a weak 
fight. Thefe, it was feared, 
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would have put a period to 
his publick labours; but he 
was wonderfully fupported 
by the comforts of grace; fo 
that with remarkable refig- 
nation and_ cheerfulnefs, 
though under fenfible decays 
of vigour and {ftrength, he 
perfevered in his miniftra- 
tions till within a few weeks 
of his deceafe: 

Such was Dr. Guyfe in life. 
But now as to the clofing 
{cene, it is natural to ask ; 
How did he leave the world? 
How did the Lord deal with 
him in his lateft moments ? 
Partly from perfonal knowl. 
edge, partly from proper in- 
formation, I am enabled to 
conclude the delightful nar- 
rative. 

His latter end toa remark- 
able degree was peace; he 
was enabled to leave the 
world with great compofure, 
ferenity, mF hope of a blefied 
immiortality. To friends, 
that attended him in his con- 
finement, he witnefled a 
good, a precious confeflion ; 
he again and again declared 
his faith firm—fixed upon 
Him, who is the rock of a- 
ges; his hopes were alive 
towards God, without a dif 
trefsful cloud; hopes, ground- 
ed upon the blood and right- 
eoufnels of the dear Redeem- 
er. ‘ Thanks be to God,’ 
faid he, “1 have no doubt, 
no difficulty upon my mind 
as to my eternal ftate; if I 
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had, I could not bear what I 
now feel! [knowin whom 
J have believed. Here my 
faith refts; the peculiar doc- 
trines of the gofpel, which I 
have long preached, are now 
the fupport of my foul. I 
live upon them every day ; 
and thence derive my. never 
failing comfort.” . At anoth- 
er time ; “* How good is my 
God to me! how often has 
he made good to me that 
promife ; ds thy days are, fo 
fhall thy ftrength be.” 

His great requeft to thofe, 
that were about him, to the 
laft was, to read the word, 
and join in prayer with him, 
The fifth chapter of fecond 
Corinthians was particularly 
of fingular ufe and {fatisfac- 
tion to his, mind, on which: 
he commented to this effect. 
For we know that if our earthly 
houfe of this tabernacle were 
difflved, &c. .** Oh! when 
fhallit be diffolved indeed ! 
when fhall this mortal put 
on‘immortality !” | 

In this we groan earneftly, 
defiring to be clothed upon, &c. 
‘¢ This, this.is my earneft de- 
fire, and what I am waiting 
for.” For we, that are in 
this’ tabernacle, do groan, being 
burdened. “ For this I groan 
daily, and ere long fhall groan 
no more.” Now he that hath 
wrought us. for the felf-fame 
thing is God, who alfo hath giv- 
en unto us the earneft of his 
Spirit, * This I have, this I 
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do enjoy, and therefore am I 
confident. I am not afraid 
of death ; I am rather afraid 
that I fhould err on the oth- 
er hand, in being too defirous 
of it.’ Thus on the morn- 
ing of the Lord’s day, on 
which he died, it was {ftill 
the language of his heart and 
lips; “ When fhall I get 
through this valley?’ and 
fome of the laft. words he 
was capable of pronouncing, 
fo as to be underftood, were, 
“ Oh, my God, thou, who 
haft always been with me, 
wilt not leave me.” Sweet 


confidence! _ Blefled readi- 
nefs! With the apoftle he 


was defirous to depart, that 
he might be with Chrift. 


Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright, for the end 


of that man is peace. 
During the fourfcore years 


of his life, he ‘fuftained for 
fixty of them a publick char-. 


acter ; and departed the 22d 
November, 1761, in-the 81ft 
year of his age. 


lel 
—_—_—_— 


CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 
No, ITI. 

Tue general example of 
nominal believers is by no 
means to be imitated, as to 
their want of concern for a 
future ftate. In common 
things men are fufiiciently 
apt to confult their own in- 
tereft : neither is their at- 
tention confined to objects, 
which are ftrictly prefent. 
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They provide for the future 
years of their own lives, and 
for the weifare of thofe, who 
follow them. Hereby is ex- 
prefled their belief, that fu- 
turity is to be confulted : 
and if future years, how 
much more eternal ages! 
Yet itis undeniable, that the 
{tate of the foul beyond the 
grave is not an object of 
general anxiety or concern, 
Is this becaufe men are fecure 
of heaven ? That will hardly 
be pretended, The moft of 
thofe, who believe the gofpel, 
are ready to acknowledge, 
that they have little reafon 
to believe themfelves con- 
formed to thedeath of Chrift: 
they do not fuppofe them- 
{elves prepared to make their 
final appearance before God. 
But yet, when this avowal 
is made, it is done with no 
anxiety ner {felf-reproach. 
They feel themfelves fup- 
ported by the general indif- 
ference. 

In this refpect, there is the 
higheft danger in being con- 
formed to this world. If 
the whole attention of man 
ought to be engrofled by any 
one object, it is furely no 
very difficult matter to afcer- 
tain what that object is. If 


we have fouls, and thefe fouls 
be immortal, what fhall a 
man give in exchange for 
them ? If the fhort term of 
feventy years be entitled to 
fome regard, think, O atten- 
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tively think, on that future 
exiftence, which ten thou- 
fand times feventy years will 
not diminifh. Be not con- 
formed to the example of a- 
ny perfon, whatever be his 
rank, ftation, or influence, 
who has not a greater regard 
to invifible things, than to 
thofe, which are feen; for 
the things, which are fean, are 
temporal; but the things, 
which are unfeen, are eternal. 
As to the quietnefs, which 
many feel without even pre- 
tended evidence of a renew. 
ed mind, is there any con- 
ceiveable principle, on which 
it can be juftified ? Men be- 
lieve the gofpel, which de- 
{cribes in moft powerful lan- 
guage the future doom of 
the righteous and the wicked, 
and yet ftupidly remain in 
that polluted ftate, which 
leads on to mifery. Now if 
there be conditions of re- 
ward and punifhment be- 
yond the grave, fuch as the 
gofpel reprefents under the 
names of heaven and hell, anx- 
iety to obtain the one and 
efcape the other is the moft 
reafonable anxiety that can 
be. Perfeét contentment in 
a ftate of acknowledged un- 
certainty on thefe points, 
but, eipecially, in a ftate, in 
which there is, confefledly, 
no evidence of religion, is pal- 


pably abfurd. ‘This is fo to- 


tally unlike to .every thing, 
which takes place among 
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men, with regard to their 
temporal matters; it 1s fo 
abhorrent from every princi- 
ple, which they ufually act 
upon, that not a fingle word 
can ferioufly be faid in its de- 
fence. In any bufinefs, but 
that of eternal falvation, men 
would be afhamed to avow 
fuch a method of proceeding. 
The chriftian world is, there- 
fore, in this particular, a 
very dangerous guide. 

But you may ask, if there 


be not many perfons of real. 


piety, who are doubtful as to 
their ftate, and whofe inter- 
eft in divine favour has _nev- 
er been fatisfa¢torily afcer- 
tained to themfelves ? It is 
believed that there are : but 
there are not many perfons 
of real piety, who reft con- 
tented with fuch uncertainty. 
It is their affliction—their 
diftrefs. They are longing 
after clearer views of their 
fafety, and giving diligence 
to make their calling and e- 


leétion fure. 
LEIGHTON. 


From the Chriftian Obferver. 


SUBJECTS OF SELF-EXAMINATION 
SYITABLE TO THE CLOSE OF 
THE YEAR. 


Have I, during the year 
that is paft, regarded the fa- 
vour and everlafting enjoy- 
ment of God as the great 
end of all my fchemes, and 
have I laboured. to maintain 
a conitant reference to him 


in all the actions of my life? 

Have I, in purfuing that 
end, placed my whiole reli- 
ance on Jefus Chrift ; regard- 
ing his obedience, facrifice, 
mediation, and interceffion, 
as the only ground, on which 


I could hope to obtain the 


pardon of my fin, peace with 
God, the fanctifying influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, or 
any other fpiritual bleffing ? 
Have I kept continually in 
mind the indifpenfable obli- 
gation Iam under to walk 
in the fteps of Chrift, and to 
be holy as he is holy, if I 
would enter into ‘heaven; 
and have I been conftantly 
and earneftly engaged in 
prayer to God for his holy 
fpirit, in the firm belief that 
by him alone can I be ena- 
bled to fulfil that obligation ? 
Have I been employed in 
cultivating an habitual fenfe 
of God’s prefence, and of my 
accountablenefs to him; of 
the fhortnefs of time, and of 
my obligation to improve it ? 
Has it been my ftudy to 
appear well, not fo much in 
the fight of men, as in that of 
God? And to that end have — 
1 been particularly on my 
guard againft the love of hu- 
man praife or diftinction, and 
the fear of fhame; defifting 
from my purpofe, when I per- 
ceived thefe to be my only 
motives, and endeavour- 
ing by prayer to overcome 
them, when I perceived them 
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to mix with fuch as were 
more pure? 

Have I been in the habit 
of confidering love to God, 
and zeal for his glory, as my 
higheft duties? Has it been 
my daily labour to improve 
in thefe divine affections? 
And have ! judged of my 
progrefs in them, not by tran- 
fient fervours of the mind, 
but by my habitualtemper, by 
my punctual performance of 
the felf-denying duties of 
chriftianity, by my cheerful 
acquiefcence in all the difpen- 
fations of the Almighty, and 
by the love, the humility, 
and the meeknefs, which I 
have been enabled to exercife 
to all around me? 


Can I fay of myfelf that I 


have lived a life of depen- 
dence on Chrift, and of faith 
in his word ; and that I have 
made that word the exclu- 
five meafure of my belief and 
practice? 

Has it been my _ particular 
ftudy to reftrain all wander- 
ings of the mind in the pub- 
lick and private exercifes of 
divine worfhip, and to guard 
alfo againit the evils of vani- 
ty and formality in wortfhip- 
ping God? 

Have I banifhed as much 


‘as poflible vain and worldly 
‘converfation from my lips, 


and vainand worldly thoughts 
from my mind, on the Lord’s 
day, and have! taken delight 


in its appropriate duties! 


Have I been careful fo to 
arrange my bufinefs, and m 
domeftick concerns, that nei- 
ther I myfelf, nor any of my 
family, nor any one employ- 
ed by me, may experience a- 
ny unneceflary hindrance to 
a regular attendance on the 
publickworfhip of God, or be 
deprived of the time, which 
is requifite for duly hallow- 
ing the fabbath ? 

Have I been particularly 
{tudious to guard againft the 
intrufionof impurethoughts; 
turning away mine eyes from 
whatever might excite them, 
fhutting my ears againit pol- 
luting converfation, and re- 
firaining my tongue from 
every licentious word? 

Have I been vigilant in re- 
prefling equally every rifing 
of covetous defire, and every 
tendency to. improper ex- 
penfe, or the carelefs profu- 
fion of any of the gifts of 
God? 

Have I regarded myfelf in 
the light merely of a fteward 
ef the bounties of Provi- 
dence; and have I fought 
out proper objects, with 
whom to fhare them? Re- 
membering that. to God I 
muft account for the employ- 
ment of all his gifts, let me 
now enquire, whether in the 
laft year my heart has devil- 
ed, and my hand has execut- 
ed, liberal things ? What pro- 
portion of my gains havel giv- 
en toGod? Isit a fufficient 
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proportion? Might it not 
have been enlarged by the a- 
bridgment of vain and fu- 
perfluous expenfes ? 

Have the temporal, but ef- 
pecially the fpiritual, miferies 
of my fellow creatures excit- 
ed any ferious concern in my 
mind, or led me to join in 
plans for their relief ? 

Have I been careful to im- 
prove my time, that invalu- 
able talent; redeeming it 
from unneceflary fleep, and 
from frivolous converfa- 
tion and purfuits; refifting 
every temptation to procraf- 
tination and floth; applying 
myfelf with activity to the 
bufinefs of the prefent day or 
hour; and always exercifing 
a felf-denying attention to 
what is my proper work? 

Have I kept truth invio- 
late in the {malleft, as well as 
in the greateft, matters ; even 
in cafes where my worldly 
intereft, or my worldly cred- 
it, might feem to be at ftake? 

Have I conducted my 
worldly affairs with {trict up- 
rightnefs and fidelity, as in 
the fight of God; not con- 
cealing from others that, 
which they ought to know, 
or taking advantage in any 
degree of their ignorance or 
dependence ? 

Have I been careful to look 
up to God for his blefling on 
all my undertakings, avoid- 
ing every purfuit, whether of 
pleafure or bufinets, in which 


“ could not freely implore 
im to profper tly way ! 
Have | waivated a tench 
able fpiritt? Have I been o- 
pen to conviétion, and been 
ready to receive képront 
meekly and thankfully ! 

When engaged in difpute, 
have I been apt to indulge a- 
ny fupercilioufnefs in look or 
manner, any fournefS of 
mind, any impatience of con- 
tradiction ; or have I been in 
the habit of liftening, with 
patience and kindnefs, to the 
arguments and reafonings of 
others, however abfurd and 
impertinent they may have 
appeared to be? 

In my domeftick relations 
efpecially, have I borne con- 
tradiction, or diffent, with 
kindnefs and good humour ; 
or have I been apt to fhew 
impatience on any .fymptom 
of a difference in opinion ? 

Have I cherifhed a temper 
of benignity towards all a- 
round me; carefully attend. 
ing to the duty of chriftian 
courtefy, to the outward ex- 
preflion of love and kindnefs; 
and avoiding every thing, 
whether peevifhinefs and ill 
humour, orcoldnefs and neg- © 
lect, which might unnecefla- 
rily wound the feelings ‘of 
others ? 

Have I watched againit all 
haftinefs of {pirit towards infe- 
riors, and efpecially towards 
thofe, who depend on me, or 
needmy he!p ; and havelbeen 





216 Subjects of felf-examination, fuitable to the clofe of the year. 


ready to liften cheerfully to 
their reprefgntations, and to 
fhew them all the kindnefs 
in my power, confiftently 
with my other duties ? 

Have I allowed the ill con- 
duct of others to leflen my 
kindnefs and good will to 
them, or to irritate me to re- 
turg evil for evil? 

In reproving fervants, have 
lL been careful to avoid harth- 
nefs? and has my general 
conduct towards them prov- 
ed, that I am really anxious 
to promote their everlafting 
interetts ? 

Have i been apt to indulge 
paflion or peevifhnefs to- 
wards my children? Havel 
watched over them as one, 
who mutt give an account of 
them to God; being pre- 
vented neither by falfe ten- 
dernefs, nor indolence, from 
duly correcting their faults? 

Have I exerted myfelf as 
muchasI.might have done, in 
leading my children, my fer- 
vants, and all, over whom I 
have any influence, to God? 

Have I been fufficiently on 
my guard againft all excefs in 
eating or drinking, or in any 
other kind of bodily indul- 
gence? 

Have I. been. punctual in 
devoting a part of every day 
to thofe great concerns, 
which lie between God and 
my foul ? 

Havel been in the daily 
habit of reading the word 


of God with meditation and 
prayer ? | 

How has the duty of fe 
cret prayer been performed ? 

Have I every day made 
thofe graces of the chriftian 
temper, in which I know my. 
felf to be defective, the fub- 
ject of fpecial and earneft 
lupplication at the throne of 

ce! 

Have I been accuftomed 
to retrace the innumerable 
inftances of God’s providen- 
tial goodnefs to me, and to a- 
dore him onaccount of them? 

Has my mind been prop- 
erly affected with the blef- 
fings of redemption, and in 
the contemplation of them 
have I been willing to devote 
myfelf entirely to the fervice 
of my Redeemer ? 

Have I been in the daily 
practice of calling to mind 
my innumerable offences a- 
gainftGod, and improving 
the recollection of them as 
an incitement to greater 
watchfulnefs, circum{pection 
and {felf-denial ? 

Have 1 daily engaged in 
the work of felf-examination, 
and has that duty been faith- 
fully and diligently perform- 
ed? , 

* Havel anxioufly ftudied 
to reform what] have found 
to be.amifs ; and has the di- 
covery of my failures led me 
more deeply to repent of fin, 
more highly to value the love 
of my crucified Redeemer, 
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more implicitly to rely on 
his atoning merits for par- 
don and acceptance, and on 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
for victory over fin, and ad- 
vancement in holinefs ? 
Have I, on the whole, been 
advancing in my fpiritual 
courfe caenig = the laft year? 


On DEVOTION. No. 4. 


In our laft number we con- 
fidered the reafonablefs of 
devotion : we fhall now at- 
tempt to fhow its importance, 
and the high place it poflefles 
in the fyftem of religion. I 
addrefs myfelf now to thofe, 
who, though they reject 
not devotion as irrational, 
yet confider it as an unnecef- 
fary refinement; an attain- 
ment, which may be fafely 
left to reclufe and fequefter- 
ed perfons, who aim at un- 
common fanétity. The fol- 
id and material duties of a 
good life they hold to be in 
a great meafure independent 
of devout affection; and 
think them fufficiently fup- 
ported by their neceflary con- 
nexion with our interett, 
both in this, and ina future 
world. They infift much 
upon religion being a calm, a 
fober and rational principle 
of conduct. I admit that 
it is very laudable to have a 
rational religion ; but 1 mutt 

admonitfh you, that it is beth 

reproachful and criminal to 

have an infenfible heart. If 
DD 


we reduce religion into fo 


cool aftate,as not to admit 
love, affection and defire, we 
fhall leave it in poefleflion of 
{mall influence over human 
life. Look abroad into the 
world, and obferve how few 
aét upon deliberate and ra- 
tional views of their intereft. 
The bulk of mankind are 
impelled by their feelings. 
They are attracted by appear- 
ances of good. Tafte and 
inclination ruletheir conduct. 
To direct their inclination 
and tafte towards the higheft 
objects; to form a relifh 
within them for virtuous and 
{fpiritual enjoyment; to in- 
troduce_ religion into the 
heart, is the province of de- 
votion; and _ hence arifes 
its importance to the inter- 
elts of goodnefs. 

Agreeably to this doétrine, 
the great Author of our relig- 
ion, who well knew what was 
in man, laid the foundation of 
his whole fyitem in the re- 
generation of the heart. The 
change, which was to be ac- 
complifhed on his followers, 
he did not purpofe to effect 
merely by regulating their 
external conduct, but by 
forming within them a new 
nature ; by taking away the 
heart of ftone, and giving them 
a heart of ficefob; that is, a 
heart relenting and tender, 
yielding to the divine im. 
pulle, a ind readily fuifceptible 
of devout imprefiions. Thou 
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Shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and mind, 
and foul, and firength : this is 
the firft and great command- 
ment. My fon, give me thy 
heart, isthe call of God to 
each of us: and, indeed, if 
the heart be withheld, it is 
not eafy to conceive what 
other offering we can prefent, 
that will be acceptable to him. 

Of what nature muft that 
man’s religion be, who pro- 
fefles to worthip God, and 
to believe in Chrift, and yet 
raifes his thoughts towards 
God and his Saviour, with- 
out any warmth of gratitude 
or love? I {peak not of thofe 
occafional decays of pious af- 
feétion, to which the beft are 
fubjeét, but of a total infen- 
fibility to this part of relig- 
ion. Surely, let the out- 
ward behaviour be ever fo 
irreproachable, there muft be 
fome effential defect in a 
heart, which remains always 
unmoved at the view of inti- 
nite goodnefs. The affec- 
tions cannot in this cafe be 
deemed to flow in their nat- 
uralchannel. Some conceal- 
ed malignity mutt have taint- 
ed the inward frame. This 
isnot the man, whom you 
would choofe for your bo- 
fom friend, or whofe heart 
you could expect to anfwer 
with reciprocal warmth to 
yours. His virtue, if it de. 
jerve that name, is not of the 
moit amiable fort ; and may 
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with reafon receive the appel- 
lation, often injudicioufly be- 
ftowed, of cold arid dry mo- 
rality. Such a perfon muft, 
as yet, be far from the kingdom 
of heaven. 

As devotion is thus eflen- 
tial to religion in its princi- 
ple, fo it enters into the prop- 
er difcharge of all its duties. 
It diffufes an aufpicious influ- 
ence over the whole of vir- 
tue. The prevailing temper 
of the mind is formed by its 
motft frequent employments. 
Intercourfe with fupreme 
perfection cannot, therefore, 
but ennoble and improve it. 
The pure love of God natur- 
ally connects itfelf with the 
love of man. Hence devo- 
tion has been often found a 
powerful inftrument in hu- 
manizing the manners of 
men, and taming their un- 
rully paflions. {[t fmoothes 
what is rough, and {foftens 
what is fierce in our natures. 
it is the great purifier of the 
affections. it infpires con- 
tempt of the low gratifica- 
tions belonging to animal 
life. It promotes a humble 
and cheerful contentment 
with our lot, and fubdues 
that eager defire of riches 
and of power, which has filled 
this unhappy world with 
crimes and mifery. Finally, 
it beftows that enlargement 
of heart in the fervice of 
God, which is the great prin- 
ciple, both of perfeverance 
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and of progrefs in virtue. 
He, who, unacquainted with 
devout affections, fets him- 
felf to keep the divine com- 
mandments, will advance in 
obedience with a flow and 
languid pace ; like ene, who, 
carrying a ‘heavy burden, 
toils to mount the hill. But 
he, whofe heart devotion has 
warmed, will proceed on his 
way cheerful and rejoicing. 
The one performs his duty, 
only becaute it is command- 
ed; the other, becaufe he 
loves it. ‘The one is inclin- 
ed todo no more than ne- 
ceflity requires; the other 
fecks to excel. The one 
looks for his reward in fome- 
what befides religion ; ; the 
other finds it in religion it- 
felf : itis his meat and drink 
to do the will of that heavenly 
Father, whom he loves and 
adores. — Which of thefe two 
is likely to make the great- 
eft improvement in roodnefs, 
is eafily difcerned. 

The influence of devotion 
upon the happine/s of life mutt 
increafe our idea of its im- 
portance. Whatever pro- 
motes and ftrengthens virtue, 

whatever calms and regulates 
the temper, is a fource of 
happinefs. Devotion pro- 
duces thefe effects in a re- 
markable degree. It infpires 
compoture of {pirit, mildnefs 
and benignity—weakens the 
painful, and cherifhes the 


pleafing emotions, and by 


thefe means carries on the 
life of a pious man in a 
{moothe and even tenour, 
Befides exerting this habit- 
ual influence upon the mind, 
devotion opens a field of en. 
joyments, to which the vic- 
ious are entire ftrangers ; 
enjoyments the more valua- 
ble, as they peculiarly belong 
to retirement when the world 
leaves us, and to adverfity 
when it becomes our foe. 
Thefe are the two feafons, 
for which every wife man 
would moft wifh to provide 
fome hidden ftore of comfort, 
For let him be placed in the 
moft favourable fituation, 
which the human ftate ad- 
mits, the world can neither 
always amufe him, nor al- 
ways fhield him from diftrefs. 
There will be many hours 
of vacuity and many of de- 
jection in his life. Jf he be 
a ftranger toGod and to de- 
votion, how dreary will the 
gloom of folitudeoften prove? 
With what oppreflive weight 
will ficknefs, difappointment, 
or old age, fall upon his fpir- 
its? But for thofe penfive pe- 
riods, the pious man has a 
relief prepared. From the 
tirefome repetition of the 
common vanities of life, or 
from the painful cor rofion 
of its cares and forrows, de- 
votion tran{ports him into a 
new region ; and furrounds 
him there with fuch obje¢ts, 
as are the moft fitted to cheer 
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the dejection, to calm the tu- 
mults, and heal the wounds 
of hisheart. If the world 
has been empty and delufive, 
it gladdens him with the 
profpect of a higher and bet- 
ter order of things about to 
arife. If menhave been un- 
grateful and bafe, it difplays 
before him the faithfulnefs 
of that Supreme Being, who, 
though every other friend 
fail, will never forfake him. 
Confult your experience, and 
you will find, that the two 
great fources of inward joy 
are, the exercife of love, di- 
rected towards a deferving 
object, and the exercife of 
hope, terminating on fome 
high and aflured happinefs. 
Both thefe are fupplied by 
devotion ; and therefore we 
have no reafon tobe furprif- 
ed, if.on fome occafions it 
fill the hearts of good men 
with a fatisfaction not to be 
exprefled. 

The refined pleafures of a 
pious mind are in many re- 
{pects {uperior to the coarfe 
gratifications of fenfe. They 
are pleafures that belong to 
the higheft powers and beft 
affections of the foul ; where- 
as the gratifications of fenfe 
refide in the loweft region of 
our. nature. ‘To the one, 
the foul ftoops below its na- 
tive dignity: the other raife 
it above itfelf. The one leave 
always a comfortlefs, often 
a mortifying, remembrance 
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behind them : the other are 
reviewed with applaufe and 
delight. The pleafures of 
fenfe refemble a foaming tor- 
rent, which after a diforder- 
ly courfe {peedily runs out, 
and leaves an empty and of- 
fenfive channel. But the 
pleafures of devotion refem- 
ble the equable currents of a 
pure river, which enlivens 
the fields, through which it 
pafles, and diffufes verdure 
and fertility along its banks. 
To thee, O Devotion! we 
owe the higheft improve- 
ments of our nature, and 
much of the enjoyment 
of life. Thou art the fup- 
port of our virtue, and the 
re{t of our fouls in this tur- 


bulent world. Thou com. 
pofeft the thoughts. Thou 
calmeft the paflions. Thou 


exalteft the heart. ‘Thy com- 
munications, and thine only, 
are imparted to the low, no 
lefs than to the high; tothe 
poor, as wellas to the rich. 
In thy prefence worldly dif- 
tinctions ceafe; and under 
thine influence worldly for- 
rows are forgotten. ‘Thou 
art the balm of the wounded 
mind. Thy  fanctuary 
is ever open to the mit- 
erable; inacceflible only to 
the unrighteous and impure. 
Thou beginneit on earth the 
temper of heaven. In thee, 
the hofts of angels and blefled 
{pirits eternally rejoice. 





Letter from a Mather to her Son. 221 


LETTER FROM A MOTHER TO HER 
SON, SOON AFTER HIS RECOVERY 
FROM A BANGEROUS SICKNESS. 


Newbury, April 14, 1740. 
Son B. 
I rejoice to hear of your 


bodily health, but more ef- 
pecially that the Spirit of 
God is ftriving with you, 
and minding you of your 
duty and intereft; that you 
are calling to mind fick-bed 
promifes and refolutions.— 
The Lord enable you to pay 
the vows, which your lips 
have uttered,and your mouth 
hath fpoken in the day of 
your diftrefs! Having open- 
ed your mouth to the Lord, 
you may not go back : God 
will account it facrilege, if 
you do. Read Ecclefiaftes 
v. 4; When thou vowe/t a vow, 
defer not to pay it; for God 
hath no pleafure in fools. Pay 
that thou haft vowed. Befides, 
with what face will you dare 
to fue for mercy any more 
in time of danger and dif- 
trefs, if you neglect to pay 
your vows ? To renew your 
covenant with God is your 
undoubted duty and intereft; 
and I advife you to do it firft 
in fecret between God and 
your own foul, and that with 
the greateft ferioufnefs, fo- 
lemnity and mature delibe- 
ration ; and afterwards pub- 
lickly ; andin a deep fenfe of 
your own impotency and un- 
worthinefs, by earneft, fer- 
vent prayer in the name and 


for the fake of Jefus Chrift, 
implore the afliftance of the 
Holy Spirit of grace, that he 
would take an_ everlafting 
pofleflion of your foul, and 
fet uphis kingdom there; 
that he would loofe the bands 
of fin, the chains and fetters 
of iniquity, and fet your foul 
at liberty, to run in the way 
of his commandments with 
enlargement of heart. 'Be 
diligent, conftant and very 
ferious in attending upon the 
means of grace in publick 
and private; and watch, 
pray and firive againft a vain, 
wandering and trifling fpirit 
in holy duties; and as a rem- 
edy againft fuch an evil dif- 
eafe endeavour to get a thor- 
ough fenfe of the vaft weight 
of unfeen and eternal things ; 
poflefs your mind with a 
fenfe of the vanity and emp- 
tinefs of all earthly enjoy- 
ments, and with the worth 


and value of your immortal 


foul—that it will be a moft 
unprofitable bargain to gain 
the whole world with the 
lofs of your foul. Labour 
to fee the exceeding finfulnefs 
of fin, and your deep and 
deadly pollution. by it. Fix 
your eye on the fin of your na- 
ture, that fountain and {pring 
of corruption, that defiles all 
your actions, that inclines to 
all evil, and makes you a- 
verfe and unable to do any 
thing, that is good. ‘Then 
look over your innumerabie 
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aétual tranjgrefions. Think 
how you have finned againft 
the cleareft light, the deareft 
love, and againft promifes 
and vows of amendment. 
Let thefe thoughts fill you 

with fhame and forrow ; and 
beg of God to give you re- 
pentance unto life, and to 
pardon your fins for Chrift’s 
fake. Endeavor to fee the 
tranf{cendent beauty, loveli- 
nefs, and excellency of Jefus 
Chrift, his fulnefs and all-fuf- 
ficiency ;—that God has laid 
help upon one that is mighty ; 
that there is enough in him 
to pay all your debts, to fup- 
ply all your wants, be they 
ever fo many,ever fo great. 
Pray to God for the grace of 
faith, and that he ” would 
draw you to Jefus Chritt, 

and enable you to believe on 
his name. ‘Think of the 
bleflednefs of the man, whofe 
tranfgreflions are for given, 
whote fin is covered; of 
the man, that has God for 
his portion. Remember that 
God offers himfelf to you, 
to be your fhield and exceeding 
great reward ; that he com- 
mands vou to feek his face, 
and fays ; ; My fon, give me 
thy heart. Now obey bis Voice, 
and turn at his reproof. Ule 
the means ; lie at the pool, 
as the impotent man did, 
waiting for the moving of 
the waters. Confult the ex- 
ceeding great and precious 
yicmues of the gofpel. Ask, 





and ye fball receive ; feek, and 
° all find ; knock, and it 
Trait be opened unto you. Come 
unto me, all ye that are weary 
and heavy laden, and ye /hall 
find rcoft unto your fouls. “He, 
that cometh to me, fhall never 
hunger ; and he, that believeth 
on me, fhall never thirf, Ex- 
cite all the ardour of your 
foul toa fixed refolution to 
be the Lord’s, and to join 
yourfelf to him in an ever- 
lafting covenant, that fhall 
never be broken nor forgot- 
ten. Jearneftly advife you 
togo to the minifter, who 
would rejoice in having an 
opportunity to ferve God, 
and to aflift with his counfel 
and prayers a foul, that is 
in the pangs of the new birth. 
Tell him plainly your cafe, 
your promifes, your hopes, 
your fears; and be fure to 
obferve his directions. Re- 
member to pray forus. Now 
the God of all grace be with 
you, ble/s you, and make you a 
bleffing, direét, firengthen, fet- 
tle you, and build you up by faith 
upon that rock of ages, Fefus 
Chrift, that God hath laid in 
Zion for finners to build upon. 
Your loving mother, 

ABIGAIL T 











SERIOUS ADVICE To youTH. BY 
JOHN MASon, M. A. 


[ Concluded from page 178. ] 


PART Il. 
I. Maxe the word of God 
the rule of all you do. 














II. Whatever you do, be 
fure to do it in the ftrength 
of Chrift. Without me (faith 
Chrift) ye can do nothing, 
John xv. 5. 7, e. nothing 
well, nothing that is accept- 
able to God. If you do not 
bear fruit as a branch in 
Chrift, your fruit will be but 
bad, and unfavoury in God’s 
account; and you cannot 
bear fruit as a branch in 
Chrift, unlefs all your fap 
and fructifying power be 
drawn from him by an ac- 
tive faith. Paul could do a// 
things through Chrift, that 
Strengthened him, Phil. vi. 13. 
He could bear the devil’s 
buffetings by fuflicient grace 
from Chrift, II. Cor. xii. 

But of himfelf he could 
not fo much as think a good 
thought, II. Cor. iii. 5. 

Nature is but a dry root 
of goodnefs ; no gracious ac- 
tions {pring from thence. 


Grace depends upon contin- / 


ual fupplies, that flow from 
Chrift, as fap from the root, 
or beams from the fun. If 
Chrift withdraws, your grace 
prefently languifhes, grows 
faint and inactive. Know, 
therefore, and mind it be- 
fore you go to work, from 
whence your ftrength mutt 
come, and fetch it in by 
faith. Without this practice 
you fhall fall in {mall tempt- 
ations, and with it, ftand in 
great ones. De frongin the 
Lord, and inthe power of his 
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might, and nothing fhall be 
too hard for you. Moun- 
tains fhall be plains, and val- 
lies fhall be filled up. All 
things fhall be poffible to him 
that believes, and relies upon 
that power, to which nothing 
is impoflible. 

III. As you are to actin the 
power of Chrift, fo you are 
to prefent your duties to God 
in the name of Chrift, Col. 
lil. 17. Your moft coftly 
facrifices are but unfavoury 
in the noftrils of a holy God, 
if they benot perfumed by the 
fragrantincenfeof his intercef- 
fion: your faireftrighteoufnefs 
but as filthy rags, if his right- 
eoufnefs doth not cover it: 
your duties muft be dyed in 
theblood of Chrift,they muft 
be enriched with his precious 
merits, or they will be too 
mean for God to leok upon, 
unlefs withindignation. Inthe 
Lord have I righteoufnefs and 
rength, a. xlv. 24. 

IV. Whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God, \. Cor. 
x. 31. ‘Lhe beft action is ill 
done, if not for a good end; 
and no end is religiouily 
good without this. ‘That du- 
ty that does not begin and 
end in God, is no part of 
godlinefs. Look therefore 
to your end, and never fatis- 
fy yourfelf that you have 
done much, unlefs you have 
done it well. 

It is the defign of the got 
pel to take man wooliy off 




























himfelf, and caft him wholly 
upon God and Chrift. All 
idols muft be caft down, that 
God alone may be exalted. 
Self-emptinefs and God’s ful- 
nefs, felf-deficiency and 
Chrift’s fufliciency, felf-un- 
righteoufnefs, Chrift’s right- 
eoufnefs, are the great con- 
victions of the gofpel ; and 
to make felf-nothing, and 
God all in point of wifdom, 
ftreneth, righteoufnefs and 
glory, isthe great command 
and duty of it. 

And by thefe things ex- 
amine all youdo : By whofe 
rule have Lacted? By whofe 
ftrength have I atted? In 
whofe name have I acted? 
and for whefe glory have I 
acted ? What faith, what hu- 
mility, what felf-denial, what 
love of God and Chrift hath 
there been in all my actions ? 

Thefe are general rules of 
action. 

V. Endeavour to make ev- 
ery day the Lord’s, to {pend 
it well, and to get nearer 
heaven by it. 

And to this end accept kindly 
of this advice : 

1. As foon as ever you a- 
wake inthe morning, lift up 
your heart to God, and open 
itto him. As much as you 
poflibly can, avoidalithoughts 
about the world, until your 
morning devotions are over. 
For you will find by experi- 
ence, that if the world” gives 
your foul the firft falute, and 
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be embraced with kindnefs 
in your morning affections, 
it will greatly deaden your 
heart in the morning duties. 

2. As foon as yeu are up, 
prefent your defires to God 
in the name of Chrift for 
whatever your foul feels the 
want of, and give God his 
due praifes for his mercies 
towards you the night paft. 
Thus David, Pfalm v. 3 ; My 
voice fhalt thou hear in the 
morning, O Lord ; in the morn- 
ing will I direé? my prayer un- 
to thee. And for thank{giv- 
ing, Pfalm xcii. 1,2; It isa@ 
good thing to give thenks unto 
thee, O Lord—to fhow forth thy 
loving kindne/s in the morning. 

3. Let no day go without 
ferioufly reading fome por- 
tion of the fcriptures: and 
It is no great matter wheth- 
er you read it before you 
pray in the morning, or juft 
after ; your own inclination 
and experience will dire¢t 
you ; but be fure it be done. 
You will find it very profita- 
bleto begin the day with 
fucha converfe with God. 
Prov. vi. 22, 23—When thou 
wake/ft, it fhall talk with thee. 
See John v. 39, the command 
of Chrift ; and Jofhua i. 8, 
the command of God, with 
a promife. 

The fcripture difcovers fin, 
and the devil’s devices and 
malice; it difcovers duty, 
and the love of God and 
Chrift; and it difcovers your 
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ftrength and _ encourage- 
ments; there are the prom- 
ifes of aflifting and crowning 
grace. By thefe the Spirit 
atts, the devil is conquered, 


and the foul is comforted. ¢ 


Through thefe the eye of 
faith can fee the love of 
Chrift, the grace of God, and 
the glory of heaven. In thefe 
are the food, the phyfick,; 
and the arms of the chrif- 
tian’s foul. Thefe are the 
word of reconciliation, grace 


and truth, andthe power of p 


God to falvation : therefore 
every day look into thee, 
praying for the Spirit’s teach- 
ings, and mixing faith with 
what you read. 

4. Let all your ordinary 
or worldly bufinefs of the 
day be done with integrity 
of heart, and a refpect to 
God, whofe fervant you 
ought to. be in all things. 
Pfalm Ixxvili. 72. Do all 
thing as to the Lord, as in 
his eye, and according to his 
will; and your whole day’s 
work will be as it were a re- 
ligious worfhip: This re- 
fpect will make all holy. 


5. Havea care every day 


that nothing put you into a 
paflion: Do nothing with 
an over cagernefs of mind ; 
and be ever upon your guard 
againft fudden accidents. 
And this can never be ob- 
tained but by committing 
yourtfelf, and your affairs in- 
to God’s hand and care eve- 
Ex 
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ry day; believing that he 
governs all things wifely,and 
will ever do that, which is 
beft for you: | 
The power, wifdom and 
oodnefs of Divine Provi- 
dence muft every day be 
believed by him, that would 
live every day in peace and 
tranquillity of foul. 

6. Every evening to your 
prayers again, and to your 
praifes for that day’s mer- 
cies. The Jews were ap- 
ointed their evening {facri- 
fices, as well as morning— 
Exodus xxx. 7, 8. Twice 
a day is as little, as can be 
allowed to thofe, who dre 
commanded to pray contin- 
ually—Phil. iv.6; I. Theff; 
v.17. And every prayer 
fhould have its praifes in it. 
Pfalm xcli. 1, 2—It is good 
to give thanks unto the Lord— 
to foew forth bis faithfuine/s 
every night. A child wiil ask 
his earthly father’s blefling at 
morning and night ; and it 
is better manners, and to bet- 
ter purpofe, to ask our heav- 
enly Father’s blefling as of- 
ten. Weare ever ih want; 
and. God is ever giving :— 
Prayers, therefore, and praifeg 
are ever {uitable and becom- 
ing. 

Let no day go without ob- 
fervation and review of 
God’s carriage towards you, 
and of yours towards him ; 
of mercies and afflictions: 
and of your. duties, and the 
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frame of heart in them; of 
your fins or inclinations te 
fin ; and fo likewife of any 
{pecial or remarkable provi- 
dence of God, related to you 
by others, or feen or read of 
by yourfelf. nd let God 
have the glory of what ts 
good. In afflictions be hum- 
ble, be afhamed and grieved 
for fins ; and confider what 
God’s /pecial providences 
fpeak to you. 


ee 


ADVICE OF THE REV. NOAH ATWA- 
TRR TO HIS ONLY SON. 


[ Concluded from page 186. ] 


tr youfhould go to college at 
all, you willnat go at prefent. 
Ihaveaconcernfor you while 
at home, though I am pleafed 
with the fteadinefs you have 
hitherto maintained.—If you 
fhould begin to be abroad in 
the nights, and to affociate 
with company, you would 
be exceedingly endangered. 
There is bad company in this 
place, as well asin others, 
David made an excellent ob- 
fervation; ‘Depart from 
me ye evil doers, for I will 
keep the commandments of 
my God.” © You will doubt- 
leis fee many bad examples. 
Guard yourfelf and ftand 
forth in oppofition to them. 
Guard yourfelf againft all 
dishonefty-—deceiving-—ly- 
ing—~profaning the fabbath, 
{peaking lightly of the bible 
and{feriousthings---profaning 
thenameofGod, and {peaking 
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evil of your fellow creatures. 
Never do thefe things your- 
felf, nor countenance thofe, 
whodothem. If you fhould 
obferve faults and failings in 
any of the families, in which 
you may live, never mention 
them, unlefs duty fhould evi- 
dently require it. If you 
fhould arrive at a proper age, 
and be in proper circumftan- 
ces to fettle in a family ftate, 
connect yourfelf with a per- 
fon of reputation, of induf- 
try, of fufficient acquaintance 
with company and cuftoms, 
of a good difpofition, and of 
piety. Let gaiety and mon- 
ey be laid afide as matters of 
{mall confideration. Thefe 
things, concerning the gen- 
eral courfe of your life, I con- 
lider of great importance. I 
therefore earneftly defire 
your attention to them. Re- 
member, howevex, that true 
religion is the principal thing. 
All regular and amiable con- 
duct, which falls fhort of 
this, will never fave your 
foul—You muft repent of 
fin, believe in Chrift, and 
have your heart conformed 
to God. You mutt receive fal- 
vation on the gofpel plan,and 
truly clofe with Jefus Chrift, 
by faithastheonly Saviour ; in 
that way religning your foul 
to the fovereign mercy of 
God for time and eternity. 
You muft live a holy life, 
aiming principally at the 
glory of God in all that you 
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do. Thefe things are of in- 
finite importance. Attend 
to them, O my fon, with 
great engagednefs, and with- 
out delay. Confider the mo- 
tives, which are fet before 
you to become religious—to 
ferve God, and devote your- 
felf to him. You were made 
for this purpofe. Will you 
neglect that, for which you 
were made?—-This is the 
way for true comfort in this 
world. ‘* Wifdom’s ways 
are ways of pleafantnefs.” 
All that this world can give 
is of {mall value compared 
withreligion. What happinefs 
can this world give? In this 
view, what are riches ? What 
are honours? What are 
friends? What is learning? 
Grace is infinitely prefera- 
ble to them all. 

Look forward to a dying 
bed. What can thefe things 
doto comfort the foul at that 
time? Iam probably come 
to my dying bed, and. can 
fbeak: from experience. They 
are allas nothing. We muf# 
have fomething mere. We 
mu/thave Godferour portion, 
or we areunutterably wretch- 
ed with the greateft fulnefs of 
earthly things. Think of 
the eternity before you, a 
never ending eternity, and 
of being happy or miferable 
in all that inconceivable du- 
ration. Your foul muit be 
in one of ‘thefe ftates. O, 
coniider the vaft worth of the 


foul: “* What-would it prof-. 
it you, if you fhould gain the 
whole world, and lofe your 
own foul °” 

Chrift is offering to res 
deem your foul, and make. 
you happy with him. With 
all your heart receive him. 
I befeech you make no delay. 
—If you are a follower of Je-: 
fus Chrift, be not anxious a- 
bout earthly things. In the 
way of duty you will be pro- 
vided for, and all things are 


‘yours. If you are poor in this 


world, yet, being rich in faith, 
you may be an heir toa king- 
dom, the kingdom of glory. 
If you are. alone in ferving, 
God, remember that you are 
in the right courle, and that. 
your fituation is infinitely 
preferable to theirs, who are 
living without God in the 
world. If you are defpifed | 
by many, you are loved and. 
honoured byall thefaints, by 
all the angels, and by God 
himielf. Look forward. All 
futurity prefleth upon you the 
importance of an intereft in. 
Chrift. | | 
Be earneft in prayer ta. 
God, that of his freeandfove- 
reign grace he would forgive 
your fins and prepare you 
for heaven. Be fure, every 
morning and evening, to get 
by yourfelf and pray. Do 
this where ever you may live. 
If you have a heart to. pray, 
you will find time and place. 
Let not the motive be to be 
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feen of men, but to comply 
with God’s cotmmand, and 
to lay open your cafe before 
the Father of mercies, who is 
able to do for you all that 
you need. While I live, | 
fhall pray for you, but foon 
my prayers will be ended. 
Many things! wifh to add; 
but muft ceate. Your own 
judgment muft be exercifed 
with the advice of friends. 
All your friends will not be 
taken away when I am gone. 
Many will {till live, and I 
hope you will always have a 
readinefs to hearken to their 
advice, when it is good. 
Your mother will feel inter- 
efted for you, and give you 
excellent directions.—-] repeat 
my hopes, that you will ever 
attend to them with dutiful 
refpects. 
 Thefe obfervations and di- 
rections I leave with you. 
Keep them with care and 
frequently read them—and 
together with them remem- 
ber all the directions, warn. 
tngs and advice, which I have 
given to youin the whole 
courfe of your life hitherto. 
And now, my dear fon, I 
commend you to God. May 
he preferve you from the 
dangers of this wicked world 
—guide you by his counfel— 
give you grace to love and 
ferve him—give you com- 
fort in death, andfinally bring 
you to the enjoyment of 
limfelf in heaven. Adieu. 


Extraordinary effects of a fingle Difcourfe. 


EXTRAORDINARY EFFECTS PRODUC? 
ED BY A SINGLE DISCOURSE. 


‘“* On the fourth day of A- 
pril, 1429, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy came to Paris witha 
very fine body of knights 
and efquires; and eight days 
after there came to Paris a 
cordelier, named Frere Rich- 
art, aman of great prudence, 
very knowing in prayer, 4 
giver of good doctrine to edi- 
fy his neighbour, and was fo 
fuccefsful, that he, who had 
not feen him, was burfting 
with envy againft thofe, whe 
had. He was but one day 
in Paris without preaching. 
He began his fermon about 
five o’clock in the morning, 
and continued preaching till 
tenor eleven o’clock; and 
there were always betwixt 
five and fix thoufand per- 
fons to hear him preach. 
This cordelier preached. on 
St. Mark’s day, attended by 

the like number of perfons ; 
and on their return from his 
fermon the people of Paris 
were fo turned and moved 
to devotion, that in three or 
four hours time there were 
more than one hundred fires 
lighted up, in which they 
burnt their chefs boards, their 
back-gammon tables, and 


their packs of cards.” 
[ Carr’s Stranger in France. ] 
—=—E 
MESSRS. EDITORS, 
Ir the publication of the following 
letter from a female will promote 
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the defign of your ufeful Magazine, 
it is at your difpofal. M. Q. 


eee O&ober S, 1805. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR; 
Our former acquaintanee 


induces me towrite to one,fo 


worthy of my efteem. Since 


I. faw you, I have pafled 
through many trying {cenes, 
both of body and mind. But 
the diftinguifhing mercies, 
with which I have ever been 
favoured, are enough to melt 
a heart of adamant, and raife 
the higheit fong of praife to 
the Giver. I have neither 
time nor ftrength to relate 
the particulars; but will in 
a brief manner endeavour to 
give you a sketch of the deal- 
ings of God with my foul. 
Many years previous to 
my acquaintance with you, I 
was under ferious impreflions 
of mind; but the alluring 
vanities of the world in a 
great degree wore them off, 
fo that | was carelefs, and 
fometimesalmoft thoughtlefs. 
At other times fome particu- 
lar providence would awak- 
en aconcern for the falva- 
tion of my foul; but then thefe 
words—/ have called, but ye 
have refufed, &c. would fo 
imprefs my mind, that [| 
was almoft afraid to attempt 
topray. ‘Thus | pafled ma- 
ny years, without enjoying 
the world, and without hope 
that I was prepared for death. 
Yet during this period I was 
often in appearance called by 
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alarming ficknefs to the bor- 
ders of eternity. But that 
love, which refcues fallen 
man, has,I truft, fince been 
made manifeft to my foul, 
Four years ago laft April, I 
was in great diftrefs of mind. 
It continued fome days, till I 
was brought to view the juf- 
tice of Ged in cafting me off 
forever. For fome days pri- 
or to this, I had {pent my 
time in almoft one continued 
fupplication, or in reading 
the {criptures. I never ex- 
pected the Spirit of God 
would again ftrive with me, 
I thought, I was given up ta 
myfelf, and that I could nev- 
er again delight in reading. 
Such diftrefs as I then ‘felt, 
none can paint or defcribe, 
I asked for the teftament ; it 
was laid open before me ; my 
weaknefs was fuch, I could 
not lift it. . The firft words, 
Tread, were; Let not your 
heart be troubled ; ye believe in 
God, believe alfo in me. This 
text fo imprefled my mind, 
as to melt my heart with 
love. Old things feemed 
now done away, and all 
things become new. My bi- 
ble appeared as new, as if I 
never had read it. All na- 
ture wore a {mile, and feem- 
ed to {peak praife to the Cre- 
ator; nor was ita joy of a 
moment, or a day. I have 
for the whole time fince en- 
joyed that peace, which paii- 
eth all underftanding; and 
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by the moft ftri@ fearch and 
refearch, and, I truft, under 
the daily influence of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, I think I have found 
evidence to believe, that my 
foul was then born again, 
and that Ido fupremely love 
God, for what heis in him- 
felf. Ilove him as a holy 
and juft Being. I hate finin 
myfelf andin others. I find 
much in-dwelling fin in me ; 
but through the merits of 
the divine Redeemer I hope 
to be accepted. His blood 
is fuflicient to cleanfe from 
all fin. 

[hope you will not think 
me afluming in writing to 
one, fo much my fuperior in 
knowledge. I wifh you the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
and am, Sir, your unworthy 
friend, P 


EEE 


For the Magazine. 


ENQUIRIES RELATING TO JUSTIFI- 
CATION. 


Ir has occurred to almoft 
every perfon, who reads the 
bible, that the words of Paul 
and thofe of James on the 
fubject of suftification have 
the appearance of oppofition. 
We know, that truth is al- 
ways confiftent with itfelf; 
and if the words, ufed by 
two infpired writers, be in 
difagreement, thole words 
cannot be ufed by both in 
the fame fenfe. 

St. Paul teaches, that a@ 


Enjuiries relating to ‘Fiftification. 


man is juftified by faith, with- 
out the deeds of the law—(Ro- 
mans ili. 28.) He faith like- 
wile, To him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that jufii- 
freth the ungodly, his faith is 
accounted to him for righteou/- 
ne/s.—(Rom. iv. 5.) 

The law of God refpects 
the heart and the life, and in 
relation to both of thefe ‘re- 
quires perfect obedience.: No 
perfon, therefore, can be su/ti- 

fred by the deeds of the law, un- 
lefs he have perfectly fulfilled 
the law. 

If God have a right to re- 
quire all the fervices of man, 
it is evident, that partial o- 
bedience cannot procure le- 
gal juftification. No cere- 
monial or moral works, tho’ 
required by the law, can 
render him a fulfiller of the 
law, who has once broken it. 

When juttification by faith 
is promifed as in the paflage 
above to him that. worketh 
not, we cannot fuppofe, that 
a man’s not maintaining a 
religious life, and not exhib- 
iting the works of piety, con- 
{titute the condition of his 
being faved. The gofpel, as 
well as the law, requires o- 
bedience—(Tit. iii. 8.) By 
him that worketh not, is meant, 
he, who dothnot comply with 
the full demands of the Jaw, 
and who of courfe cannot be 
legally juftified. Although 
he has not not complied with 
the law, and is according to 
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that difpenfation juftly con- 
demned, yet if be believe on 
him, who juftifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted to him for 
righteoufne/s. 

‘There are two conftitutions, 
agreeably to which, we may 
conceive of juftification as 
attainable. ‘The one is a le- 
gal difpenfation, or the Jaw 
of works : the other is a gra- 
cious difpenfation, or the /aw 
of faith. The condition of 
the firft is perfe& obedience : 
the condition of the other, 
faith. They are diftinétly 
mentioned in Rom. iii. 27. 
The one does not exclude 
boafting ; the other does. In 
the former cafe, the creature 
is treated as if he were jutt, 
becaufe he is actually fo; in 
the latter cafe, he is through 
grace treated as if he were 
juft, though he is far from 
being fo. 

Perfons may be faid in a 
lefs proper fenfe to feek a le- 
gal juftification, without per- 
fect obedience. 

It is hardly conceiveable, 
that thofe Jewifh chriftians, 
for whofe correction Paul’s 
epiftle to the Galatians was 
written, could expect to be 
juftified on the fcore of per- 
fect innocence. It rather 
feems, that they confidered 
ritual obfervances, fuch as 
facrifices, &c. as making a 
complete atonement for fin 
—as making full amends for 
tranfgreflion, and as leaving 
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the perfon, who complied 
with them, on good ftanding 
with his Maker. If they con- 
tracted a debt by fin, they 
feem to have imagined, 
that rites and ceremonies 
paid the debt. 

Similar to this error is 
theirs, who fuppofe, that 
their correct behaviour in 
fome inftances is as meritori- 
ous of reward, as their difo- 
bedience in other inftances is 
deferving of punifhment, 
and that the one in the fi- 
nal account will be fet over 
againit the other. 

In both thefe cafes, partial 
obedience is confidered, not 
as the condition of being jutti- 
fied by grace, but as a real e- 
quivalent for juftification. 

Having made thefe obfer- 
vations on the fubject, treat- 
ed of by St. Paul, we will en- 
quire whether there be any 
thing in the fecond chapter 
of the epiftle of St. James 
inconfiftent with the doc- 
trine taught in the epiitles to 
the Romans and Galatians. 

James does, indeed, fay, 
that a man is juftified by works, 
and not by faith only—(il. 24.). 

By this he does not mean, 
that chriftians are legally juf- 
tified; i.¢e.. that they keep 
the whole law, and are there- 
by entitled to life. Neither 
does he mean that the duties, 
which they perform, make 
amends for their fin, nor that 
an obfervance of the Moefate 














232 Enquiries relating to Fuftification. 


ritual is neceflary to 2 be- 
liever’s acceptance, 

He is {peaking of thofe, 
who had only an intellectual 
faith, or a faith feated whel- 
ly on the underftanding ; 
and who thought themfelves 
hereby juftified. They had 
not chat ftate of the heart 
wherein piety confifts, and 
which the gofpel requires. 
He fhews that the devils be- 
lieve, and therefore fimp! 
a belief cannot be effectual. 
By works St. James feems to 
mean a working temper, i. ¢. 
a difpofition todo and con- 
form to the will of God: 
and that an intellectual faith, 
unaccompanied with fuch a 
difpofit ion—fuch a readinefs 


toobey God, willavail nothing 


to juftification. The apoftle 
inftanceth i in Abraham, whofe 


faith or piety operated in ex- * 


ternal actions. 

St. Paul taught nothingcon- 
trary tothis. Hedid not teach, 
that fimply a belief in the gof- 
pel, without correfpondent 
feelings or difpofitions of 
heart, or a readinefs to do 
good works, when oppor- 
tunity fhould occur, was the 
condition. on which any per- 
{fen could be juftified. 

When Paul fays, that a 
man is suftified by faith without 
the deeds of the law, he means, 
that a man is juftified, not 
according to a legal conftitu- 
tion, requiring perfect obedi- 
ence, but according to a dif 


penfation of grace, on cons 
dition of faith; i. ¢. a belief 
in the gofpel, with corref: 
ponding feelings of — 
Fames fays, 4 man is not 
tified by intellectual belief, 
fuch as che devils may have ; 
but that this intelleéual 
belief muft be accompanied 
with a difpofition of heart 
to comform to, and obey 
God’s holy will. If fuch be 
the meaning of each apottle, 
there is certainly no incon- 
fiftency between them. 

Some divines are of opin- 
ion, that Yames treats not of 
juftification, but of the man- 
ifeftation of a juftified ftate. 
If fo, the error, which the a- 
poitle combats, is, “that a 
juttified ftate is not evidenc- 
ed by works, but by faith a- 
lone.”’ 

It.is probable that no per- 
fon ever thought this the 
moft obvious meaning of the 
place. No one would, it is 
prefumed, adopt this inter- 
pretation, were it not for the 
fake of avoiding fuppofed 1! 
confequences. 

We cannot fay, indeed, to 
what lengths human folly 
may extend : but it is hard- 
ly conceiveable, that a con- 
fiderable number of men in 
the apoftle’s day, believed 
that a juftified ftate was evi- 
denced, or outwardly mant- 
fefted, by an inward, invifible 
quality of the heart. 

When this queftion is ask- 
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ed, Can faith fave him? did 
the apoftle mean to ask * Can 
I make his falvation appar- 
ent?” 

The facred writer is fpeale- 
ing of a real faith, though 
not faving faith. It does not 
defign to prove, that faith 
without works is no faith at 
all ; which, indeed, would be 
a contradiction in terms. 
That, of which qualities are 
predicated, muft be fome- 
thing : but qualities are pre- 
dicated of the faith, of which 
the apoftle {peaks : It is dead ; 
—itis alone ; it refembles a 
body without the foul. It 
is likened to the faith, which 
devils poffefs ; i. ¢. it is bare- 
ly an intellectual faith, with- 
out correfpondent feelings 
of heart. By fuch a faith 
man is not juttified. 

After it is conceded to be 
impoflible that a man fhould 
be juftified by the works of 
the law, and that a fyftem 
of grace is the only founda- 
tion of hope to fallen men, it 
may be further enquired, 
whether the condition of be- 
ing interefted in the atone- 
ment be evangelical faith ; 
i. e. obedience of heart, or 
evangelical works, i, e. obe+ 
dience of life ? 

It is anfwered, that the 
{criptures have not expre/s/y 
decided this point. It was 
not, that we know of, ever 
made a queftion in apoftolic 
times whether a man Were 

FF 


juttified by faving faith, or 
by this fame faith operating 
externally. Thefe are ob- 
jects, which the gofpel never 
puts in oppefition or contratt. 
When the facred writers put 
faith and works in contraift, 
they have, as hath been ob- 
ferved, a very different ob- 
ject in view. 

We hefitate not to fay, that 
a man is juftified, on the firft 
exercife of faving faith, 
which he puts forth. His 
juftification is not fufpended 
until he have, and improve 
an opportunity of fhowing it 
outwardly by his works. If 
it were, however, falvation 
would ftill be wholly of grace: 
fora perfon cannot be juttified 
by law, without perfect obedi- 
ence. Thebeliever’s obedience 
is imperfect, and his faith is 
imperfect; anda perfon, who 
has violated the divine law, 
can no more be yu/tified accor- 
ing to the law, in the fight of 
God, by obedience of life, 
than by obedience of faith. 

This being the cafe, it 
would have been ftrange, me- 
thinks, if the apoftles had, as 
fome feem to fuppofe, for- 
mally contrafted thofe believ- 


ing exercifes of the heart, | 


which are not-exprefl-d, with 


other believing exercifes of 


the heart, which areexnrefled. 

But the reader may fay, 
allowing that the apoltle nev- 
er did exprefsly fet faith and 
evangelical works in oppofi- 
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tion, nor formally deny that 
works of faith are neceflary 
to juitification, yet if a per- 
fon be juftified, as foon as he 
believes with the heart, even 
though he were in a defert, 
where he could not manifeft 
his faith by works, it certain- 
tainly follows that he is jufti- 
fied by faith without works. 
This is the full ftrength of 
the objection. Concerning 
it, I would humbly fubmit 
tothe candid and inquifitive 
the following thoughts. 
Faith is obedience. This 
is the work of God, that ye be- 
lieve on him, whom he hath 


fent : and fuch obedience, it 


will be allowed on all hands, is 
the condition of juftification. 

Tallow that a perfon may 
be juftified without external 
works, and that a perfon 
without works, and having 
noexternal obedience, may 
be juftified. But would it 
be fafe to lay it down as a 
general truth, that perfons 
without any external oodedi- 
ence are juftified? Yet it 1s 
ft -idtly true, that a perfon is 
juttified, the moment he ex- 
ercifes faith in his heart, al- 
though there may be at that 
time no action outwardly 
proceeding from it. Adam, 
it may be, when firft created, 
did not immediately perform 
any outward works; {ftill, 
while inwardly obedient, he 
was juftifed. Wemay by 


the fame reafoning as that 
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above, hence prove, that be- 
ings, under the fame contfti- 
tution, under which Adam 
was, are juftified without 
works. Yet it is prefumed, 
that this would to no perfon 
feem proper to be laid down 
as a general truth. 

The reader is entreated 
not tomifapprehend me. It 
is by no means afferted, that 
the conftitution of grace, un- 
der which believers are, is 
the fame as the conftitution 
of works, under which Adam 
was. The inftance of the 
latter is introduced for no 
other purpofe, than to prove, 
that if Adam could not be 
faid in a general fenfe to be 
juftified without works, tho’ 
he was, doubtlefs, juftified by 
the firft obedient exercifes of 
his heart ; neither ought it 
to be infifted on asa general 
doétrine, that believers, with- 
out external obedience, are 
juftified, though it is really 
true, that the juftification of 
a believer is not fufpended 
till outward works are per- 
formed. 

A propofition may be true 
in a limited fenfe, but not 
true in general ; or, if true, 
not calculated to be under- 
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CHRISTIAN FAITH AND MORALITY. 


(An extraf from a Difcourfe of Sir 
H. M. Welwoed.) 


“Wen I fay, that mo- 
rality is feparated from chrif- 
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tianity, I do not mean to af- 
firm, that this is always di- 
rectly done. It happens more 
frequently, that the doc- 
trines of the gofpel are pafled 
over in filence, or are treated 
as fubjects, which a very wife 
or enlightened man does not 
think it neceflary minutely 
to confider; while moral 
duties are ftated, with few 
€xceptions, as if they had no 
reference to them. 

“‘ Is the morality, which is 
thus ingulcated, the pure, the 
univerfal,the watchful, or the 
uniform morality reprefent- 
edin the gofpel? On the 
contrary, it is a morality, 
which has feldom any rela- 
tion to God, or to ihe duties, 
which we owe to him; a 
morality, which applies chief- 
ly, or entirely, to our pref- 
ent interefts; the morality, 
which the fafhion, or the gen- 
eral manners of the world, 
require ; the morality, which 
derives its chief motivesfrom 
‘prefent fituations, and from 
prefent events ; the morality 
of eafy, pliant, and conciliat- 
ing manners, whtich neither 
bears hard on the vices, nor 
goes deep into the confcien- 
ces of mankind; the moral. 
ity, by which men learn to 
declaim againft religious zeal, 
andagainiteverything,which 
has the afpect, either of {cru- 
pulous holinefs, or of earneft 
religion, but which can teach 
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them to look, without any 
diffatisfaétion or murmur, on 
the difflipations of the world, 
on the profane, and on the 
fenfual, and on the oppreff- 
ors, and on the hardened. 

“Men of found under- 
ftanding ought to be able te 
determine for themfelves 
whether this is the morality 
of the gofpel, which is in- 
culcated with fcarcely any 
relation to it, and from every 
motive, rather than the mo. 
tives of religion; in which 
the leffons of moral duty, fep- 
arated from the language of 
chriftianty, are every day 
brought nearer to the max. - 
ims andto the manners of 
the world ; and from which 
men learn, or are taught to 
believe, that wretched as 
their progrefs isin moral dus 
ties, they muft derive from 
it their only hope of falva- 
tion. 

“© The unbeliever, and the 
falfe profeffor of chriftianity, 
infenfibly adopt the fame lan- 
guage. Under the pretence 
of fetting morality and chrif- 
tianity at variance, they u- 
nite their endeavours to fap 
the foundations of both. 
They firft banifh from their 
thoughts the fubftance or the 
peculiar tenets of the gofpel, 
as a metaphyfical fyftem, 
which may. well be {pared. 
When they have effected 
this, their work is almoft 
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done: for the morality, 
which they profefs to retain, 
is eafily reconciled to the vic- 
es of the world ; and, though 
it were pure, foon becomes a 
dead letter, feparated from 
the principles or motives, 
which can alone fupport it. 
“< It is impofiible not to re- 
mark, befides, that the fup- 
le and accommodating mo- 
rality, which bends to every 
fafhion, and accords with 
every new opinion--— 
which ftartles at every ap- 
proach of zeal for religion, 
but which fears nothing from 
the lips of ungodlinefs, or of 
infidelity, is in its moft fa- 
vourable afpect, at leaft far 
removed from the holinefs 
of heart and life, by which 
the found believers of the 
gofpel are reprefented in ‘the 


New Teftament, as becoming 


¢ the temple of God,’ and as 
‘ having the {fpirit of God 
dwelling in them’—I. Cor, 


jul. 16. > 





—_—. 


ANECDOTES. 


MELANCTHON. 

This excellent man abhor- 
red religious controverfy, al- 
though he was obliged to be 
engaged i init. Having gone 
to the conferences at Spire, 
in the year 1529, he made a 
little journey to Bretten, to 
fee his mother. ‘“ This good 
woman afked him what fhe 
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muft believe amidft fo many 
difputes, and repeated to 
him the prayers, which fhe 
was accuftomed to make, 
and which contained noth- 
ing that was fuperttitious, 
Continue, faid he, to believe 
and pray as you have hither- 
done, and never trouble your- 
felf about controverfies.”— 
[Melchior Adam. Vit, Germ. 
Theol. in Vit. Melancthonis, 


P- 333-] Chrift. Objerver. 


There was an_ Italian 
Bifhop, who had ftruggled 
through great  difliculties 
without repining, and who 
met with much oppofition in 
the difcharge of his epifcopal 
function, without ever be- 
traying the leaft impatience. 
An intimate friend of his, 
who highly admired thofe 
virtues, which he thought it 
im poflible to imitate, one 
day asked the prelate, if 
he could communicate the 
fecret of being always eafy. 
** Yes,” replied the old man, 
‘“‘ T.can teach you my fecret, 
and with great facility: It 
confifts in nothing more than 
in making a right ufe of my 
eyes.” His friend begged 
him to explain himfelf.— 
“ Molt willingly,” returned 
the Bifhop. “ In whatever 
{ftateIlam,I firft of all look 
up to heaven, and] remem- 
ber that my principal du/- 
nefs here is to get ihere. | 
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then look down upon the 


Fefus Chrift ; who gave bim- 


earth, and call to mind how Self for us, that be might redeem 


{mall a {pace I fhall occupy 
in it, when I come to be in- 
terred. I then look abroad 
into the world, and obferve 
what multitudes there are, 
who are in all refpeéts more 
unhappy than myfelf. Thus 
Tlearn where true happinefs 
is placed, where all our cares 
mutt end, and how very little 
reafon I have to repine, or 
to complain.” 


The learned Se/den fome 
days before his death fent 
for Archbifhop Ujher, and 
Dr. Langbraine. Amon 
other matters, he told them, 
that he had furveyed moft of 
the learning, that was a- 
mongft the children of men ; 
that his ftudy was filled with 
books and manufcripts on 
various fubjects; yet he 
could not at that time recol- 
lect any paflage, out of infi- 
nite books and papers, where- 
on he could reft his foul, fave 
out of the facred {fcriptures ; 
wherein the moft remarka- 
ble paflage, that lay moft on 
his fpirits, was this; The 
grace of God, which bringeth 
Jalvation, hath appeared to 
all men ; teaching us, that de- 
nying ungodline/s and worldly 
lujis, we foould live foberly, 
righteou/ly and godly in the pre/- 
ent world ; looking for that blefs- 


us from all iniquity, and purify 
to himfelf a peculiar people 


zealous of good works. ) 


Dr. Doddridge, in his life 
of that memorable convert, 
Col. Gardiner, informs us, 
“that his fine conititution, 
than which perhaps there was 
hardly evera better, gavehim 
great opportunities of indulg- 


ing himfel in excefles: and his | 


good fpirits enabled him to 
purfue his pleafures of every 
kind in fo alertand fprightly a 
manner, that multitudes envi- 
ed him, and called,by a dread- 
ful kind of compliment, the 
happy rake. Still the checks 
of confcience, and fome re- 
maining principles of fo good 
an education as he had re- 
ceived, would break in upon 
his moft licentious hours ; 
and I particularly remember, 
he told me, that when fome 
of his diffolute companions 
were once congratulating 
him on his diftinguifhed fe- 


licity, a dog happening at 


that time to come into the 
room, he could not forbear 
groaning inwardly, and fay- 
ing to himfelf, “ O that I 
were that dog.” Such was 
then his happinefs, and fuch 
perhaps is that of hundreds, 
who bear themfelves highett 
in contempt for religion, and 


ed hope, the glorious appearing of glory in that infamous lervi. 
the great God and our Saviour tude, whichthey call liberty. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


MEMOIRS OF MRS. P. C., 
(Concluded from page 208.) 


Waat we have farther to relate 
@oncerning the life of Mrs. C. are 
# fewof the particulars refpedting 
her in her Jaft ficknefs. For more 
than three years, fhe was wholly 
confined to her room ; and even with 
‘a very {mall exception to her bed. 
Her weaknefs and diftrefs of body 
Were very great, and gradually in- 
ereafed, as fhe drew nearer to 
death. But fhe was remarkably 
calm and fubmiffive. Her common 
Janguage was ; ** What are all my 
affliGtions and fufferings, in compars 
ifon with what the great Redeemer 
underwent, in making atonement for 
fin! My punifhment is nothing to 
what I deferve.” Being wholly de- 
sige of the privilege of hearing 

e gofpel preached, and of attend. 
ing on the ordinances of Chrift’s 
houfe, fhe appeared to be more deep- 
y fenfible of the worth of fuch priv. 
ileges, than ever before. She now 
moft affeCtionately exhorted her fam- 
ily, and her neighbours, who vifited 
her, faithfully to attend on thefe 
things, while they had health and 
epportunity. She row appeared to 
be more than ever defirous for the 
profperitity of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom in the world. Hence it was 
exceedingly animating and comfort. 
ing to her, to have her children and 
friends fit by her bed, and read ace 
@ounts of any increafing attention to 
religion. 

Notwithftanding fhe appeared to 
be almoft ripe for heavenly glory 
and felicity, yet fhe often viewed 
herfelf as being under the juft hid- 
ings of God’sface. But fill the ap- 
peared determined to pray to him. 
She would often break out in the 
language of David. “ As for me, 
I will call upon God; and the 
Lore fhall fave me. Evening and 


morning, and at noon, will I pray, 
and cry aloud; and he fhall hear my 
voice.”’ Near the clofe-of her life, 
her weaknefs and diftrefs were fo 
reat, that {he repeatedly faid ; “I 
Ea my reafon will fail me, fo that I 
fhall be unable to pray. But I hope 
not ; for I have engaged to pray as 
long as I live.” She often exprefied 
a very ftrong defire, that, however 
God might iee fit to deal with her 
in life, he would grant her the light 
of his countenance, and his rod and 
{taff, to comfort and fupport. her 
through the dark valley of death. 
Although he rejoiced, as a faint, at 
the mene ts of death, yet fhe view. 
ed death to be a great, folema 
and important change. And, truly, 
it feemed that God granted her re- 
eated requeft ; for it was very evie 
ent fhe had an overcoming joy in 
that folemn fcene. She often view. 
ed herfelf as being under the buf. 
fetings of Satan. At fuch trying 
feafons, fhe would frequently ex- 
refs .erfelf to thofe around her ir 
the words of Dr. W atts ; 


Now Satan comes with dreadful roar, 
And threatens to defiroy ; 

He worries whom he can’t devour 
With a maiicious joy. 


Ye fons of God, oppafe his ragey 
Refit, and be’ li be gon.” 


As death approached, fhe grew 
more and more importunate in her 
prayers, that her faith and courage 
might not fail her ; and that fhe 
might be perfectly refigned, and wil- 
lng to go, when her Lord and Maf- 
ter fhould call forher. And it was 
very ftrikipgly evident that her ree 
queft herein was granted her, Sev. 
eral times before fhe left the world, 
it feemed that fie could live but a 
few days. At fuch feafons, when 
death flared her in the face, fhe 
would converfe in the mo calm, 
compofed and joyful manner. At 
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fach times, fhe would in a moft feel- 
ing manner repeat the following 
verfes of Dr. Watts. 


*‘ OL if my Lord would come-and metty 
My foul Prould fir-tch her wings in 
hafte, 
F. ne fearl fs through death's iron fate 
Nor feel the terrours as /he pafs'd. 


Jefus can make a dying bed 

Feel foft as downy pillows are, 
Whil2 on his breaft I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out fw: there.” 


At a certain time, viewing herfelf 
ju about to depart, fhe faidto a 
chriftian friend ftanding by; * Can 
I be deceived refpecting the founda- 
tion of my hope ? I feel calm and 
compofed about death. Thofe fears, 
with which I have formerly been 
troubled, are gone.” She then call. 
ed for her family, and gave them very 
folemn and:important warning, coun 
feland direétion. Such was her 
fenfe of her owncriminality and iil 
defert, that, not long before her 
death, fhe uttered herfelf in language 
like this ; “I feel myfelf to be the 
mot illedefe rving of al God's creas 
tures. Lam fure, that if I ever ar- 
rive at heaven, it will be al! of free 
grace. And I long to be there; 
for I have fuch adifcevery of the 
employment of the redeemed, that 
my foul is raifed above this vain 
world. O I long tobe where I can 
ferve God without interruption. 
Though I am one of the meancft of 
Chrit’s flock ; yet I know his hon- 
our is pl ledged for the falvation even 
ef fuch.”’ 

About this time, her miniiter 
finding her much dejected, and 
troubled with anxiety for her depart. 
ure, mentioned to her fome of the 
precious promifes, treafured up in 
the gofnel for thofe, who patiently 
wait God’s time to accomplish them, 
To this fhe faid ; **O how do thefe 
thiogs ftrengthen "and encourage me! 
May I be patient, and willins to un- 
dergo my diireis, however long it 
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may continue. What are a few 
days of fuffering, compared with aa 
eternity of glory and felicity in heav- 


en !”? 


‘© Soon I fhall quit this mortal fhore, 
And J:fus fland my friend ; 

My nights of grief foall all be o'er, 
Andall my labours end.” 


She conftantly had a great and 
humbling fenfe of her own vilenefs 
and unworthinefs. Sin appeared to 
be her greateft burden. And fhe 
daily groaned with earneft longings 
to be delivered from this heavy load. 
A little while before fhe died, exe 
preffiag to a chriftian friend, who 
ftood by her, her great fenfe of fin, 
and her earneft defire to depart, and 
to be with Chrift, where the fhould 
be free from all this imperfec- 
tion, fhe vety feelingly repeated the 
following verfes : 


* Sin, my worft enemy before, 

Shall vex my cyes and cars no more 3 
My inward foes fhall all be flain, 
Nor Satan br.ak my pace again. 


Th n foall I f-e, and hear, and know 
UL defr’d or wifh'd below 3 

And every power find fweet employ 

Tn that eternal world of joy.’ 


Her diforder had now for fome 
time been fo powerful upon her, 
that fhe was utterly unable to fwal. 
low. One day, being extremely 
thirfty, and but jut able to fpeak fo 
as to be underftood, fhe faid to one 
of her family, ftanding by her ;  O, 
how lefteem the privileg ge of the 
beafts, who are allowed: to drink 
their fll! But, thouch I am not al- 
lowed, by reafon of the extremity of 
my diforder, to fwallow either food 
or drink, yet I will blefs and praife 
the Lord.”” She then feelingly ree 
peated the following lines : 


c¢ My days ¢ F braifé fhad ne er i Ls pat, 
W bile life, an 2 thous or, @ 2 be ng lak, 
Or immmoric ty encures.”" 
fe. fatda:h mercinc, 2 week be. 
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fore her death, being fenfible it was 
the Lord's day, fhe faid to thofe a- 
round her; ** How do I reverence 
and admire this day! How has it 
grieved me, when I have known of 
the fabbath’s being mifpent by any 
of my family, or others !” She like- 
wife mentioned what Mr. David 
Brainard faid juft before his death ; 
‘ That he was born on the fabbath ; 
that he believed he was born anew 
on the fabbath; and that he honed 
the fabbath would be his dying day.’ 
'T’o this the replied refpecting herfelf; 
* T was not born on the Eabbath : 
but I truft I was born anew on the 
fabbath ; and I hope, if it is God’s 
will, that this willbe my dying day.” 
But it was the will of God to con. 
tinue her another week. On Mon- 
day morning, when it was thought 
fhe was really dying, fhe faid in a 
very faint whifper ; ‘ I feel as tho’ 
death was very near, and I think I 
am ready to go.” Then, looking 
about on her hufband and chil- 
dren, who were ftanding around her 
bed, the faidto them; “I can wil. 
lingly leave you all. I have a ftrong 
affection for you, my friends ; but 
I love Chrift better than any earth- 
ly friend. Ihave had many afflic. 
tions here below ; but I hope I 
fhall this morning be a partaker of 
the joys of the heavenly world.” 

It pleafed God to continue her 
through this week. At times fhe 
was a little revived, fo that fhe was 
able to whifper a few words. Her 
diftrefs of body was exceedingly 
great ; and for feveral of her lait 
days her mind was moft of the time 
wandering. When fhe appeared to 
have the ufe of her reafon, fhe man- 
ifefted a molt earneft defire for death 
to come and execute his office upon 
her; and her eyes and hands would 
be frequently raifed towards heaven, 
ina praying pofture. And now her 
greateft trial appeared to be, a fear 
that fhe fhould not be willing to wait 
God’s time. About the laft words, 


which fhe was heard to utter fo as 
to be underftood, were the following, 
which fhe had often before repeated 
with great fatisfaction : 


“ Hear what the voice from heaven 
proclaims 
For all the pious dead, 


Sweet is the favour of their namet, 


And foft their fleeping bed. 


They die in Jefus, and are blefs’d ; 
How kind their flumbers are ! 

From fuff’ rings and from fins releas'd, 
And freed from every fnare.” 


Friday and Saturday flie was 
fpeechlefs ; and now death made 
his undiffembled appearance. She 
continued to grow weaker and weak- 
er, with fcarce a ftruggle, till the 
heaving lungs ceafed their motion, 
and the immortal foul took its flight 
from the houfe of clay to the world 
of {pirits. Probably in anfwer to 
her repeated and fervent petition, fhe 
died early on fabbath morning ; and, 
as we have the moft comfortable ev- 
idence to believe, fhe went to the 
enjoyments of that everlafting fab- 
bath, which remaineth to the people 
of God. 

M. §&. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF 
THE REV. MR. THURSTON’S 
MISSION, &C. 


(Concluded from page 168.} 


Sept. 13th.  Autruovcn the 
weather was very ftormy, I travelled 
féveral miles to attend a meeting, 
which had been previoufly appoint- 
ed. When I came to this place I 
found many difpofed to embrace aa 
opportunity to hear preaching. At 
the clofe of our exercifes in the af- 
ternoon, notwithftanding the ftorm 
continued, I was requefted to appoint 
another meeting fer the evening, and 
at the clofe of this, defired to preach 
again early in the morning ; but as 
I had calculated to fpend the ap- 
proaching fabbath in a diitant town, 
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I told them it wouldnot beconvenient 
for me to comply with their wihes. 
Saturday, Sept. 14th, The ttorm 
continued and increafed greatly; I, 
however, determined to go on, if the 
weather would permit ; but while I 
was thus detained, an aged perfon 
came from fome diftance with a re- 
queft from the people for me to 
preach to them again. I thought it 
my duty not to comply, but to go 
on if the rain abated. He took me 
by the hand, and with tears prefled 
me to preach again. “O fir, fafd 
he, I have been among the people, to 
whom you preached yefterday, and I 
find your preaching has cut like a 
knife. Do ftay and preach again. 
Your work in this place is not yet 
done. Do be perfuaded to tarry 
and preach to-day and to-morrow ; 
for fouls are as precious here, as at 
the place where you think of going. 
—I am perfuaded you will do good 
among us.” His intreaties were too 
powerful to be withftood. I, there- 
fore, confented to ftay and preach, 
provided the people would foon 
come together. He obferved that 
they were only waiting for an anfwer, 
and would colle& in an hour and an 
half. We again met, & Itruft we were 
favoured with the enjoyment of a 
preciousfeafonin the worfhip of God. 
As the ftorm yet continued, I tho’t 
that Providence had barred the way 
againft my leaving this place in fea- 
fon to reach the one, where I intend- 
ed to be onthe fabbath: therefore, 
at the requeft of the people, fo de- 
firous to hear the word, I appointed 
to preach again in the evening. An- 
other aged perfon, whofe withered 
face had been wet with tears, while 


engaged in the worfh p of God, came 


and invited me to with him, 
and take fome _ refrefhment.— 
While we were travelling on 


the road, he fpake to me as follows : 
“©Q, my friend, notwithftanding we 
have the free-willers among us, yet 
we are famifhing for want of the 


GG 


bread of life, for want or the word 
of God preached.” 

In this town there is a fociety of 
free-willers, who, being muchoppofed 
to congregational minifters, held a 
meeting by themfelves in the after- 
noon, rather than join with us. Buton 
their return home in the evening, fome 
of them, with their chief fpeaker, 
came into our meeting. After fer- 
vice, being apprized of this, I men- 
tioned to them my difappointment 
in not going further ; and obferved, 
that as Providence had caft me a- 
mong them to fpend the fabbath, I 
wifhed the people would agree to af- 
femble together, and make but one 
meeting. 

I obferved to their preacher, that 
I would join with them, and preach a 
part of the day, and hear him the oth- 
er. Some objections were made ; 
one of which was, that I fhould not 
have time or opportunity to preach, 
if the freeewillers wer> prefent, by 
reafon of the confufion ufually pre- 
vailing among them, where many are 
allowed to {peak at the fame time. 
In reply to this, 1 obferved, that, 
if they were the candid and good 
people, they profefled to be, and 
would refrain long enough for me to 
name my text and begin, I would 
endeavourto hold their attention, and 
preach to them. But a determina- 
tion upon the fubject of meeting to- 
gether was deferred until the morn- 
ing, when the people fhould meet, as 
ufual, migh to the place where we 
were then ailembled. 

Sabbath, Sept. 15th. Ths morn- 
ing the people being difi: clined to 
come together, aflembled in three 
different places, not far diftant. 

I was delired to delay the publick 
fervices, until fome exertions were 
made to bring the people into one 
aflembly. We waited until after 
120’clock, when all but two came, 
and we were now favoured with a fol- 
emn aad pleafantfeaton, without any 
interruptioa. 
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Afternoon ; removed for worfhip, 
according to agreement, to the 
place where the free-willers ufually 
meet.’ The hearers were united in 
their requeft, that the fame perfon 
fhould preach to them again. But 
previoufly to beginning the publick 
exercifes, ome of them arofe, and ad- 
dreffed the congregation by telling 
how oppofed they had been to meet- 
ing together, and howthey were 
now convinced, that it was from a 
wrong temper of mind: alfo faying, 
that their wills had been bowed, and 
all their oppofition removed, and now 
they felt it their duty to exhort oth- 
ers to lay afide their prejudice, and 
hear with candour. 

We began the publick exercifes of 
devotion, and a great degree of free- 
dom and boldnefs was granted me in 

reaching. The hearers were per 
fe&tly filent and attentive, although 
the exercifes were long. 

I have not attended any meeting 
on my tour, where the people gave 
a more hearing ear, and appeared 
more deeply affected, than at this. 
A le&ture was appointed for the e- 
vening at the place where we met in 
the morning, and was as fully attend. 
ed as our meetings in the day. 


I was defired to preach again in 
the morning ; but being fo much fa- 
tigued, I thought it my duty to ree 
fufe, having enjoyed but little time 
for reft or fleep fince I came into the 
place. 

Sept. 16th. ‘This morning, took 
an affectionate leave of the people, 
who were defirous that I fhould re- 
turn to them again. 

In the towns, which I afterwards 
vifited, I experienced great encour- 
agement. I truft, the tokens of the 
divine prefence were vifible, and ma- 
ny {glemnfeafons were enjoyed in the 
worfhipof God. The people,to whom 
I went preaching the things of the 
kingdom of God, often fpake of the 
kindnefs of the miffionary fociety with 
much apparent gratitude; and we 
have reafon to hope, that the bleffing 
of many will come on the heads o 
the members of this benevolent infti- 
tution. 

The pamphlets and other books, 
which were fent by the fociety for 
diftribution, were diftributed ac- 
cording to the beft of my judgment 
among the people, who thankfully 
received them. 


JAMES THURSTON. 


jp 


ORDINATIONS. 


On the 24th September laft, Rev. 
Eviyan WHEE ER, to the paftoral 
care of the congregational church 
and fociety in Great-Barrington, 
Mafs. Rev. Samuel Shepard, of 
Lenox, made the introduétory pray- 
er; Rev. Dr. Welt, of Stockbridge, 
preached the fermon; Rev. Jofeph 
Avery, of Tyringham, made the cone 
fecrating prayer ; Rev. Alvan Hyde, 
of Lee, gave the charge; Rev. Oli- 
ver Ayer, of Weft-Stockbridge, 
gave the right hand of fellowfhip ; 
Rev. Nathaniel Turner, of New- 
Marlborough, made the concluding 


praver. 


On the &h Ofober, Rev. Da- 


vip Texny KimBAut, to thepafto- 
ral care of the firft church and foci- 
ety in Ipfwich, Mafs. Rev. Mr. 
Abbot, of Beverly, introduced the 
felemnities of the day by an appro- 
priate addrefs to the audience; 
Rev. Mr. Eaton, of Boxford, made 
the introdu€tory prayer; Rev. Mr. 
Allen, of Bradford, preached from I. 
Cor. xii, $1; Rev. Dr. Cutler, of 
Hamilton, gave the charge ; Rev. 
Dr. Dana, of Ipfwich, gave the 
right hand of fellowfhip ; Rev. Mr. 
Whitaker, of Sharon, made the con- 
cluding prayer. 


At Colchefter,. (Con.) O&. 1, 


1806, Rev. Ezra Stites Evy. 





Poetry. 


Sermon by his father, Rev. Zebu- 
lun Ely, of Lebanon. 

At New-London, (Con.) O@. 
22, 1806, Rev. Asset M’Ewen. 
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Sermon by Rev. Dr. Dwight, Pref. 
ident of Yale College, from Ads 


xxiv. 25—Felix trembled. 


> —___ 


POETRY. 


From the Chriftian Obferver. 
RELIGIO LOCI. 


As mufing flow the fea-beat foore I 


tread, 


While the deep heaves beneath the 
a. . tempef’s fway, ' 
While all ts dark, and on the white 

waves head 

The hghtning pours a momentary 


day ; 


Then through the heavens, methinks, 
Eternal Sire ! 

Thy juftice walks, impels th: whirl- 
wind’s breath, 

Swells the deep thunder, barbs the light 


ning’s fire, 7 
And foakes o'er guilty eorlds the bale 
anc’d death. 
Then in the roarings of the blaft I bear 
Thy chariot wheels: O! who can 
hear and live ? 
Convifted Nature dreads the vengeance 
Nears 
And guilt uplifis her hands and cries, 
forgive ! 


But when more tranquil feenes my flcps 
invite 
Where through a fleecy veil the 
moonfbine fmiles, 
Where rapid Derwent 
[nowy light, 
Or Lomond fleeps amid her wooded 
ifles : 


gleams with 


©, then my ravifh’d foul thy mercy fees 


Infpiring all beneath, ground, a- 
ve § 

A fmall fill voice in every dying 
breewe, 


A voice divine proclaims, that Thou 


art love ! 


Then fiormy foores and furging waves, 
adieu ! 
And weltom: brook, and vale, and 


| accful grove. 
But ¥ ... th thought ? fall Rea- 
fon’ s eagle view, 
In ‘none but tranquil fcénes trace 
heavenly love ? 


No : place me where, on Zembla’s 
Dark winter heaps eternal faows on 


s 
And bids Ae towering battlements of 
Srof.. 
Float on mid feas, and pillar haif 
the ky : 


Or place me on Bahouda’s thirfly rand, 
Whire the parch’d’ pilgrim longs for 
, dewy night, - 
Where whirling pyramids of fiery 
fand 


O’erwhrlm'd the'panting Arab in his 
Sight : 


Still heavenly mercy o'er the fullen 


hours 
Shallbreathe a charm, which all thofe 
hours foall cheer, 
Bid forms be ftill, and amaranthine 
owers 
Spring from the afbes of a polar 
year ° 


New worlds, new feafons, at her beck 
l rife ’ 
Soft branching groves the fun-burnt 
dcfert fhroud, 

A fudden fragrance flow through tropie 
MS, 

AA fudden rainbow blufh cn every 
cloud. 

S$. O BUSH. 
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HYMN, 
Compofed by Dr. Hawkefeworth a» 
bout a month before his death. 


In fleep’s ferene oblivion laid, 
I fafely pafs’d the filent night, 
At once I fee the breaking fhade, 
And drink again the moving light. 


New born, I blefs the waking hours, 
Once more with awe rejoice to be ; 
My confciousfoul refumesher pow’rs, 
And fprings, my gracious God, 


to Thee. 

© guide me through the various 
maze, 

My doubtful feet ‘aredoom’d to 

| treads 

And fpread thy fhield’s prote&ing 
blaze, 

When dangers prefs around my head. 

A. deeper foade will foon impend, 


A deeper fleep my eyes opprefs : 
Yet ftill thy ftrength thall me defend, 
Thy goodnefs ftill fhall deign to 
blefs. 


That deeper foade fhall fade away, 
That deeper fleep fhall leave my 
eyes : 
Thy light thall give eternal day ! 
'l’'hy love the rapture of the tkies. 


To Corre/pondents. 





Cafting all your care upon Him.—I. 
Peter v. 7. 





Come, O my foul, with all thy care, 
And caft it on thy God ; 

He knows thine each diftreffling fear, 
And will fuftain thy load. 


His gracious word invites thee nigh, 
With all thy weighty grief ; 

He will attend thy mournful cry, 
And fend thee quick relief. 


Weak as thou art, approach his 
throne, 
Nor doubt of aid divine ; 
He makes thy forrow all his own, 


. And all his bleffings thine. 


Encourag’d by thy promife, Lord, 


I venture near thy feat ; 


Oh, hear my cry, fulfil thy word, 


Nor f{purn me from thy feet. 


Remove the burden, which I bring, 
The pond’rous load I bear, 

That I may tune my lips to fing 
Of thine indulgent care. 


TI ET ate 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


0. P. and §. M. are thanked for their communications ; which are under 
confideration. .The Editors of the Pifcataqua Evangelical Magazine, which 
is dfigned for the edificurion of all, who love our Lord Jefus Chrif} in fincerity, 


are happy to reseive, and ready % infert, communications of this kind ; but wifb 


th y may always be expreffed in a manner that does not appear to favour of the pee 
culiarities of any particular denomination of chriflians. 


The eonflant attention of A. E. merits our gratitude, 
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